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RESUMO: As plantas da familia Urticaceae tém sido usadas para fins medicinais e industriais, além de
algumas serem plantas pioneiras em areas degradadas e indicadoras de terras férteis. O objetivo deste
trabalho foi analisar o comportamento das principais fases da meiose e verificar o numero de
cromossomos somaticos para Urtica circularis, Urera baccifera, Boehmeria caudata, Boehmeria
cylindrica e Phenax uliginosus. A meiose é normal em U. circularis, B. caudata, B. cylindrica e P.
uliginosus. Porém em U. baccifera observou-se anormalidades cromossOmicas tais como, presenga de
cromossomos fora da placa equatorial, na metéfase |, anafase | e Il com cromossomos compactados, e
a formacéo de diades e triades. A maioria das populacdes apresentou o indice Meiético (IM) acima de
80%, exceto as populacdes de U. baccifera de Dona Francisca e de Nova Palma que mostraram
valores de IM de 64,40% e 76,47% respectivamente. As cinco espécies de Urticaceae analisadas,
provavelmente, sao dipldides, com os seguintes niumeros cromossémicos: U. circularis 2n = 2x = 26, U.
baccifera 2n = 2x = 52, B. caudata 2n = 2x = 78, B. cylindrica 2n = 2x = 78 e P. uliginosus 2n = 2x = 52
Cromossomos.

Termos para indexacgéo: Urtiga, plantas medicinais, citogenética classica.

MEIOTIC AND CHROMOSOMIC NUMBER OF FIVE SPECIES OF THE FAMILY URTICACEAE FROM
RIO GRANDE DO SUL

ABSTRACT: The Urticaceae family comprises plants that have been used for medicinal and industrial
purposes, besides being pioneer plants in damaged areas and indicators of sole ferlility. The objective
of this work was to analyze the behavior of the main phases of meiosis of some species and establish
the chromosome number to Urtica circularis, Urera baccifera, Boehmeria caudata, Boehmeria cylindrica
e Phenax uliginosus. The meiosis in U. circularis, B. caudata, B. cylindrica and P. uliginosus was
normal. However, in U. baccifera it was seen some chromosomal abnormalities, such as the presence
of chromosomes out of the equatorial plane, in metaphase |, compacted chromosomes in anaphase |
and Il, and the formation of diads and triads. Most of the populations presented Meiotic index (MI)
above 80%, except the U. baccifera populations of Dona Francisca and Nova Palma, which showed MI
values of 64,40% and 76,47%, respectively. The five analyzed species of Urticaceae are probably
diploids with the following chromosomic numbers: U. circularis 2n = 2x = 26, U. baccifera 2n = 2x = 52,
B. caudata 2n = 2x = 78, B. cylindrica 2n = 2x = 78 and P. uliginosis 2n = 2x = 52 chromosomes.

Index terms: Urtig, medicinal plants, classic cytogenetics.
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